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FOREWORD 


The early history of the Fort Wayne Art School and 
Museum is vague and nebulous, even the actual date of 
origin being not quite certain. The records are few, and 
the memories of persons connected with the school in its 
early days have had to be relied upon to some extent. The 
task of the present historian has been to gather together 
and synthesize whatever records and personal reminiscences 
have been available, and form them into one single record 
of the school. The result, even with whatever sins of 


omission or commission there may be, is the first begin- 


ning-to-present account of the Fort Wayne Art School and 


829717 


Museum. 


THE FORT WAYNE ART MUSEUM 


The Fort Wayne Art School and Museum 
I. 
1888 - 1921 


The Fort Wayne Art School and Museum had its beginning in 1888, when Mrs. 
Robert C. Bell, wife of a prominent Fort Wayne lawyer, induced J. Ottis Adams 
to come here once a week to give instruction in painting to a small class. Mr. 
Adams, then of Muncie and later of Indianapolis, had just returned from seven 
years spent in study in Munich. He belongs to the Hoosier group of artists who 
later became famous in the art world, and Fort Wayne considered itself fortunate 
to have such a capable instructor in charge of its art classes. While giving his 
lessons in the Fort Wayne school, Mr. Adams met Mrs. Bell’s niece, Miss Winifred 
Brady, who later became Mrs. Adams. 


The first class room was a small room on the second floor of the building 
located at the southwest corner of Wayne and Calhoun streets, where a Meyer 
Brothers drug store now stands. This room was poorly equipped and poorly 
lighted, so that it soon became necessary to move to other quarters. A larger and 
more suitable room was found in a building on Calhoun street, immediately across 
from the Roman Catholic Cathedral, but, this proving inadequate, the schoo! was 
moved to a building at the northwest corner of Lewis and Calhoun streets. 


Associated with Mr. Adams in establishing the art school was another Indiana 
artist who became very well known, William Forsyth, who, like Mr. Adams, had 
studied in Munich and who, in 1889, took over the instruction of the school, since 
Mr. Adams was no longer able to come. In this winter of 1889-1890, also, another 
change of location occurred. The school was moved to the Pixley-Long Block, on 
East Berry street, where the Lincoln Bank Tower now stands. 


In 1892, Miss Margaret Hamilton, a member of a prominent pioneer Fort 
Wayne family, perceiving that the art school had taken hold, and that it needed 
financial assistance as well as other forms of encouragement, arranged to have 
the old carriage house on the grounds of the Hamilton Homestead remodeled and 
adapted to the needs of art instruction. The Hamilton property was on East 
Lewis street, where the buildings of Central High School now stand. The carriage 
house was on the northeast corner of this property (and hence on the southwest 
corner of Barr and Lewis streets). The school was given the use of the building 
without payment of rent or taxes, and in addition, Miss Hamilton was very gen- 
erous with monetary donations whenever they were needed. 


The little ivy-covered building was transformed by a window of small panes 
of glass which filled the entire north end, and from which a beautiful lilac hedge 
could be seen. At the other end of the room there was a fireplace, and there were 


casts, art-pieces, wooden shoes, and a spinning wheel, so that there was the 
atmosphere of a real studio. 


Exhibits were held in this building, and Miss May Griffiths later recalled that 
it was necessary to hire a man to watch the exhibits all night, in order to con- 
form to insurance requirements. Regarding these exhibits, Miss Agnes Hamilton, 
niece of Miss Margaret Hamilton, recalled, in 1949, that “the first exhibition was 
free and hardly anybody came; the next year we charged ten cents and we had a 
number of people; and the third year we charged $1.00 for the opening night 
and the crowd was all we could accommodate.” 


When Mr. Forsyth found it no longer possible to come to Fort Wayne to give 
instruction, he was succeeded by three nieces of Miss Margaret Hamilton. They 
were the Misses Jessie, Agnes, and Norah Hamilton, who carried the load of in- 
struction until 1897, when Miss Ottilia Hollensleben came from the Chicago Art 
Institute to take charge. 


Up to this time there had been no formal organization. The students called 
themselves “The Students’ Art League,” but there were no regulations, officers, 
or public support. After several meetings, held at the carriage house, a plan of 
support was formulated and a definite organization, with a Board of Control, 
came into being, in 1897. J. Ross McCulloch was elected the first president. 
The Fort Wayne Art School was taken as the official name of the organization. 


Before going on to later history of the art school, it might be well to make 
brief mention of some of the early students, many of whom are still living, some 
of them in Fort Wayne and some of them away from the city. Many of these 
students went on to other schools to pursue further training in art, and not a 
few of them become widely known for their later art work. Miss Agnes Hamilton 
went on to Phiiladelphia for further training, and achieved recognition for her 
work in oil portraiture. Miss Jessie Hamilton went on to further training in the 
East, in painting and etching, and succeeded well in both fields. Miss Norah 
Hamilton became a pupil of Whistler in Paris, specializing in etching. Miss Edith 
Hughes, another talented artist, has had exhibitions throughout the country. Other 
members of some of the earlier classes included Miss Charlotte Haberkorn (later 
Mrs. McCrary), Miss Katherine Wagenhalls (a cousin of the Hamiltons), Miss 
May Griffiths, Jacob A. Calhoun, Lee Foster Hartman (later editor of Harper’s 
Magazine), Miss Irma Seavey, Mrs Winifred J. Randall, Miss Ethel Hanna, Miss 
Fanny Winch, Miss Abigail Keegan, Miss Fanny Hartman, Miss Lillie Beaber, 
Mrs. A. L. Johns, Miss Katherine Blynn (later a teacher in old Fort Wayne High 
School), Mrs. M. S. Mahurin, Miss Gertrude Morris (now Mrs. Percy G. Olds), 
Alfred Cressler, and Miss Grace Bass (now Mrs. G. M. Leslie). 


One of the pupils in the children’s classes taught by Miss Hollensleben during 
her regime, was Miss Esther Griffiths, later Mrs. Robert M. Feustel and now 
Mrs. Leigh Jerrard of Winnetka, Illinois. She recalled in later years, “We drew 
everything in still life from violins to onions.” Mrs. Jerrard continued her art 
studies at the Chicago Art Institute, and has ever since maintained her interest 
in art. 


Other members of these classes were Miss Cecelia Foley, William Nutting, 
Edmund Hamilton, Hugh Preston, Stiles Dickinson, and Miss Rose Weber, all of 
whom later achieved distinction in some field of art. 


Thus it is clear that the little art school here in Fort Wayne had a definite 


influence on the careers of several persons who later gained fame in the art world, 
and also provided a purely cultural stimulus for many others who did not expect to 
take up art as a career. 


After four years of very successful teaching, Miss Hollensleben was succeeded 
in 1901 by Miss Moesner, also of the Chicago Art Institute, who remained until 
1904. From that year until 1907, the school was in charge of Miss Pearl Cook, 
who came from Pratt Institute in Brooklyn. She was succeeded by Miss Emma 
Buchman, who had studied at the Fort Wayne School and also at the Art Institutes 
of Chicago and Cincinnati. Miss Buchman remained until 1911, when she was 
succeeded by Homer G. Davisson, who continued as instructor for many years 
afterward. 


When the Hamilton property was selected and bought as the site for a new 
building for Fort Wayne High School, the art school was again faced with the 
problem of moving. The school’s funds were enlarged by public subscription se- 
cured from 81 civic-minded citizens, amounting to approximately $3200. In 1908, 
the two-story brick residence at the northeast corner of Wayne and Webster 
streets, the former home of the Hon. Peter Kiser, pioneer Fort Wayne citizen, was 
purchased, and after the necessary remodeling and repairs, the art school moved 
in. Here it remained until it was moved to its present location. Under the suc- 
cessive presidencies of Mrs. Clark Fairbank, Mrs. C. B. Woodworth, and Dr. 
Albert E. Bulson, Jr., the school carried on its work, under circumstances of ex- 
treme enthusiasm but limited funds, surviving numerous vicissitudes of fortune. 


Thus it is clear that during the first thirty-three years of the Fort Wayne 
Art School’s existence, it had proved its worth and had been an inspiration and 
a beginning for many talented persons. Its very existence in these early years 
was often threatened. It was, for many years after its removal to the old Peter 
Kiser home site, burdened with debt, and there were many discouragements and 
obstacles. It must be remembered that during these years there was no legal basis 
for revenue from city funds. Enabling legislation to provide for support from 
taxation did not come until much later (1929) and the school had to survive as 
best it could, through occasional gifts and loans, through tuition funds, and 
through whatever other monetary aid happened to be forthcoming. Such was the 
picture at the close of the first period of the history of the Fort Wayne Art School. 


II. 
1921 - 1952 


In 1921, the struggling Fort Wayne Art School began a new era of expansion 
with the move to the present headquarters at 1026 West Berry Street. This move 
was made possible by the generous gift by Theodore F. Thieme, head of the 
Wayne Knitting Mills, and long a patron of art and a collector of excellent taste 
and critical judgment, of his home at the northeast corner of Berry and Rockhill 
Streets, together with gifts of money and paintings, under certain conditions 
which he stipulated. 


The offer of Mr. Thieme had been as follows: 


“In order to give definite form to my verbal proposal in connection with the 
gift of my residence and other property to the Fort Wayne School of Art, I sub- 
mit herewith in writing my offer for your consideration. 


“In doing so, I desire first to present my views on an Art Institution for Fort 
Wayne. We, at present, have a city of 86,000 people and should be now, or soon, 
in position to support such an institution. Experience shows that artistic develop- 
ment is more rapid in a city depending on commerce and manufacturing, than in 
one depending on agriculture, and Fort Wayne is fast developing into a manu- 
facturing city. Art Schools and museums cannot be conducted without money, 
and financial support is the best evidence that can be had, either from a community 
or an individual, as to the amount of interest aroused. 


“T am not financially able nor inclined, to shoulder alone the burden of estab- 
lishing an Art School and Museum, but I am desirous of co-operating with you 
in testing out the sentiment of Fort Wayne toward an undertaking of this kind, 
with the idea of determining whether the time is ripe for putting Art on a solid 
foundation in our city. 


“T therefore connect my gift with certain conditions, which in my opinion 
there should be little difficulty in meeting and which would make Fort Wayne 
an Art Educational Center, providing that artistic development necessary to real 
progress. 


“My proposal is as follows: 


“That a new organization be formed and incorporated to be called the Fort 
Wayne Art School and Museum or some similar and appropriate title. 


“To this new organization, I would then be willing to present the following: 


“1, My residence at the northeast corner of Berry and Rockhill streets, un- 
furnished except for such articles as I may decide to leave if found suitable for 
Art School purposes. The right is also reserved, if I so desire, to retain any 
built-in features (such as sideboard, etc.) if it be found necessary to remove them 
in remodeling the building. 


“2. The sum of $10,000, of which $5,000 will be payable in cash when 
wanted, and $5,000 in ten annual payments of $500 each. 


“3. Ten pictures, oil paintings and water colors. 


“As mentioned before, I am convinced that this gift will be of no service 
to the Fort Wayne Art School or the cause of art unless additional funds and a 
strong organization are available. I therefore qualify my contribution with the 
following conditions: 


“1. That membership of the new organization must be not less than 200, 
and that through the membership dues an annual fund be raised of not less than 
$1,500, the amount charged for dues to be optional with the organizationn. 


“2. That a sum of $25,000 be raised and added to the general fund, the 
method of raising such fund to be left with the Fort Wayne Art School. 


“3. That the property owned by the present Fort Wayne School of Art, 
at the corner of Webster and Wayne streets, be transferred to the new Fort 
Wayne Art School and Museum. If such property be then sold, the proceeds 
must be added to the general fund of the new organization.” 


This generous offer on the part of one of Fort Wayne’s most public-spirited 
citizens was at once a boon to the art school and an inspiration to the people 


of Fort Wayne, to whom it was a distinct challenge. They met that challenge 
and the dreams of Mr. Thieme and others interested in the Art School were 
brought to fruition, although a considerable period of time was required, before 
the new quarters could be made ready for occupancy and the new regime started. 


The campaign to raise the necessary $25,000 to match Mr. Thieme’s gift of 
$10,000, received an early and important impetus in the pledging by Mrs. Max De 
Fisher of $5,000. Other gifts soon came in, the campaign being in the general 
charge of Mrs. Olaf N. Guldlin. A membership drive was put on in early 1922, 
under the chairmanship of Mrs. Walter Kent, and during the first week the goal 
was reached. 


Formal organization of the Fort Wayne Art School and Museum was com- 
pleted at a meeting in the auditorium of Fort Wayne High School on the night 
of March 4, 1922. The new institution was launched into existence with an able 
address on “The Human Worth of Art,” by Professor Fred Mansfield Brooks, 
head of the Fine Arts department of Indiana University. At this meeting, the 
constitution and by-laws for the new association were adopted. The draft was 
presented by Robert M. Feustel, long a patron of the arts, and one of the strongest 
supporters of the cause of art in Fort Wayne until his untimely death in 1932. 
More than $2,100 had been realized from membership dues, and the requisite 
number of members had been secured, according to the report of Mrs. Kent at 
the meeting. Albert H. Schaaf, who had been serving as acting treasurer, reported 
that on March 1 the school had on hand the sum of $11,852.36. 


Twenty-four directors were elected at the meeting. These became members 
of the first board of directors of the Fort Wayne Art School and Museum, and as 
such their names should be recorded herewith: Theodore F. Thieme, Mrs. Max B. 
Fisher, Miss Katherine Hamilton, Frank Bursley Taylor, Miss Fanny Winch, 
Marshall S. Mahurin, Mrs. Walter Kent, Mrs. Olaf N. Guldlin, Miss Alice E. Hall, 
Albert H. Schaaf, Ross F. Lockridge, Fred B. Shoaff, Robert M. Feustel, Miss 
Edith J. Foster, Mrs. Samuel M. Foster, Bert J. Griswold, Paul C. Guild, Robert 
Koerber, Sr., Mrs. Vera C. Lane, Dr. Gaylord M. Leslie, Francis W. Miles, Mrs. 
B. Paul Mossman, Mrs. William K .Noble, and Mrs. William Page Yarnelle. 


The first year’s officers were Theodore F. Thieme, honorary president; Albert 
H. Schaaf, president; Frank B. Taylor and Mrs. Max B. Fisher, vice-presidents; 
Ross F. Lockridge, secretary; and Dr. Gaylord M. Leslie, treasurer. 


One of the most important steps that had to be taken under the new organ- 
ization’s set-up was the employment of a director for the Art School. In May, 
1922, announcement was made that Karl S. Bolander, of Marion, Ohio, had been 
selected to fill this position. He therefore became the first director of the Fort 
Wayne Art School and Museum as we know it today. Mr. Bolander came here 
highly recommended as one of the country’s most promising young artists. He 
had studied at Ohio State University and at Pratt Institute and had had several 
years of experience in teaching art in Columbus, Ohio. As a second instructor 
under Mr. Bolander the board engaged Miss Ella Langenberg, an instructor in 
the Chicago Art Institute, who was employed on a full-time basis to work with 
Mr. Bolander and who later was appointed assistant director of the school, as 
well as instructor. (Miss Langenberg soon became Mrs. Bolander. ) 


Plans for remodeling the Thieme home to adapt it to the uses of an art 
school and museum were carried out as rapidly as possible. This beautiful home 
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had been built by Mr. and Mrs. Thieme in 1898. For the art school, it was re- 
modeled, redecorated, relighted, and fairly reincarnated. The linen closet was 
utilized as a convenient cupboard for materials. The bathroom was changed into 
a dyeing room with seven sinks and a gasplate. A corner in the upstairs hall 
was made into a hood for spraying charcoal drawings. The basement was used 
for lockers and a portion of the back hall was turned into a built-in rack with 
grooves for drawing boards. The billiard room became a craft recm, and the 
upstairs room at the rear with a north light was enlarged to make a convenient 
studio and modelling room. The principal addition to the building consisted of a 
Little Theater and auditorium, which was built on at the northwest corner of the 
house. This would serve as an auditorium for meetings, and its walls would 
serve as a location for the display of paintings and drawings. A small stage 
was erected at the north end of the room. | 


The formal opening of the new quarters of the school and museum occurred 
in March, 1923. The ceremonies were spread over a whole week, with musicales 
and teas in the afternoon, and the staging of plays in the Little Theater in the 
evening. Serving as hostesses for the week’s affairs were Mrs. William Hahn, 
Mrs. Allen Hamilton, Mrs. Guy Mahurin, Mrs. Margaret S. Olds, Mrs. Robert M. 
Feustel, and Mrs. P. J. McDonald. On the opening night of this festive week’s 
events, before an audience that filled the theater, Rossiter Howard, curator of 
the educational department of the Cleveland Museum, sketched the immense 
significance in the cultural development of the city of the establishment of the 
school, and the wide ramifications of its future influence. Albert H. Schaaf, as 
president, formally presented the school to the city, dedicating it to “the public 
and the community.” He traced the history of the school up to that time, and he 
paid high tribute to Mr. Thieme for his magnificent generosity in giving his home 
for the school and thus providing inspiration for rejuvenation of the school. Mr. 
Schaaf also paid tribute to those loyal supporters of the institution who had 
rallied to the cause and enabled it to fulfill the requirements set forth by Mr. 
Thieme in order to qualify for his gifts. Following the dedicatory program, the 
audience viewed the exhibition of works of Hoosier artists displayed on the walls 
and about the auditorium. 


Thus with these appropriate ceremonies the new era of the Fort Wayne Art 
School and Museum was launched. Fort Wayne had at last an art school and 
museum of which it could well be proud, and which was a community-wide project, 
for the people of the whole area, rather than a small private affair for a few. 

After four years of successfully guiding the affairs of the Fort Wayne School, 
Karl Bolander resigned in 1926, to become director of the art school at Columbus, 
Ohio. He was succeeded by H. Francis James, a native of England, who came to 
Fort Wayne from the [Illinois State Normal University, near Bloomington, IIl., 
where he had been professor of art. He had studied at Amherst and at Ohio 
State University, and had received his art training at Pratt Institute. Mr. James 
came to Fort Wayne Art School during the presidency of Robert M. Feustel. He 
remained in Fort Wayne three years, and contributed much to the growth of the 
school. He was largely instrumental in obtaining the aid of the state and city 
governments in effecting a firm financial basis for the school, and also arranged 
several exhibits by nationally known artists. He also identified himself with 
other cultural activities while here, speaking on numerous occasions and serving 
as chairman of the fine arts committee of the Chamber of Commerce. 


In June, 1929, announcement was made by Mrs. Walter Kent, then president 
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of the school, that John Watson Rennell, director of the department of fine arts 
at the University of Colorado, had been hired as director of the school and mu- 
seum, to succeed Mr. James, who had resigned to accept a position with the St. 
Louis Art Museum. Mr. Rennell, a native Philadelphian, had achieved outstand- 
ing success at the Colorado school, where he had been for the past twelve years. 
His art training had been procured at Drexel Institute, and he had supplemented 
this with extensive travel in Europe, Africa, and Asia. 


Mr. Rennell’s regime at the Fort Wayne School lasted four years, and upon 
his resignation, after a careful canvass of the field, Walter H. McBride, the pres- 
ent director of the school, was engaged, during the presidency of Mrs. Charles FH: 
Buesching, and he assumed his position September 1, 1933. Mr. McBride, a 
native of Auburn, Indiana, was graduated from the John Herron Art School in 
Indianapolis, and has supplemented his training there with periods of study at 
the graduate school of Fine Arts at Harvard University and at the California 
College of Arts and Crafts, and with European travel and study. He came to 
Fort Wayne from the John Herron School, where he had been a member of the 
faculty. He has successfully guided the affairs of the institution since that date. 


In recent years, the main building now occupied by the art school and mu- 
seum has proved to be inadequate for the carrying on of all activities in which 
the institution engages; space has been needed for additional exhibition purposes 
and for further class room work. When opportunity arose, therefore, the govern- 
ing officials have thought it best to acquire, in whatever way possible, such other 
property as would be adaptable to the needs of the school. The physical plant of 
the institution has thus been enlarged by the acquisition, in the past few years, of 
three additional buildings, all of which the Fort Wayne Art School and Museum 
now owns, in addition to its main building. The first of such additional buildings 
acquired was the home at 1012 West Berry Street, at the northwest corner of 
Berry and Union streets, purchase of which by the art school was announced 
in January of 1948. The building was remodeled to provide additional classroom 
space, and, since it is situated at the other end of the same block in which the 
main building stands, it is readily accessible to students and faculty, and has 
proved well worth the cost of purchase and remodeling, in addition to being a 
sound investment in real estate. 


The second building acquired recently by the art school is the beautiful 
home of B. Paul Mossman, situated at the northwest corner of West Wayne and 
College streets, and hence only a short distance from the main building... In the 
summer of 1949, it became known that Mr. Mossman, head of Mossman, Yarnelle 
& Co., who now spends much of his time in California, was considering giving 
his home here to some worthy organization of a civic or philanthropic nature. 
Albert H. Schaaf, chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Fort Wayne Art 
School and Museum, was largely instrumental in putting before Mr. Mossman 
the needs of the art school in this regard and inducing him to give consideration 
to the school and museum as a possible candidate for the home. After due de- 
liberation, Mr. Mossman decided to make the outright gift of the home to the 
Fort Wayne Art School and Museum, to be used as the trustees and board of 
directors see fit, for the best purposes of the institution. Announcement was 
made on November 1, 1949, by Allan McMahan, president of the school, that the 
home had been given by Mr. Mossman in memory of his late wife, Mrs. Emma 
Seymour Mossman, and that plans for remodeling it for the best uses of the 
school would go forward at once. By his very generous gift, Mr. Mossman 
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becomes, along with Mr. Thieme, members of the Hamilton family, and others, 
a true patron of art in Fort Wayne, and again evinces the fine public spirited 
nature which has been characteristic of him in the course of more than fifty 
years of activity in the city’s business and cultural life. 


Regarding the building of this home, Mr. Mossman has the following to say: 
“Tt was built in 1905-1906. Marshall Mahurin, of the firm of Wing & Mahurin, 
was the architect. Tom Snook did the wood and carpenter work. The masons 
and stone cutters came down from near Ann Arbor, Michigan. When I was in 
college at Ann Arbor, I had seen so many of the stone houses that I wanted one 
like them. So these masons gathered up granite boulders out of the fields in 
Northern Indiana and Southern Michigan and brought them to my lot on West 
Wayne street, and there carved and shaped them and built the house.” 


Plans for remodeling the Mossman home were drawn by T. Richard Shoaff, 
local architect, and under his direction the work was completed by October, 1950. 
A fitting ceremony of dedication was held at the new building on Sunday, October 
8, 1950, with Philip R. Adams, director of the Cincinnati Art Museum, as speaker. 
The evening before this ceremony, Mr. Mossman was honored with a dinner at the 
Fort Wayne Woman’s Club, ettended by 85 persons, the guests being members 
of the Board of Trustees and Board of Directors of the Art School and their 
husbands and wives, past presidents of the school, and a few early students of 
the school, as well as members of the Mossman and Thieme families. 


No classes are held in the Mossman home, but suitable displays of the mu- 
seum’s fine collection of paintings and other art objects are provided, and the 
library of the school has been moved to the new home. 


The third building acquired in recent times by the institution as a supple- 
ment to its main building, is the Richard Ball Home at 1018 West Berry Street, 
immediately west of the building at the corner of Berry and Union streets, and 
only the second door east of the main building. This building was purchased 
from the estate-of Richard Ball, who died in 1949. Announcement of the com- 
pletion of this deal was made to the‘board of directors by President McMahan 
early in 1950. The building has been suitably remodelled and is being used for 
class room work. The building’s close proximity to other buildings owned by the 
school, as well as other factors, make the purchase a sound one as a matter of 
investment, and the institution now owns the entire frontage on the north side 
of Berry street between Union and Rockhill streets, with the single exception 
of the lot and building immediately to the east of the main building. 


Thus in the sixty-six years of its eixstence, the Fort Wayne Art School 
and Museum has grown from a one room, ill-equipped studio, to larger rooms, to 
the improvised studio made from the Hamilton carriage house, to its own early 
buildings, and now to its present plant consisting of four separate buildings, all 
owned unencumbered, with the land on which they stand. 


III. 


PRESENT ORGANIZATION AND OBJECTIVES 


The objective of the Fort Wayne Art School, as outlined in its latest catalog, 
is “to provide a qualified faculty to guide the student through carefully planned 
studio and workshop experiences, in order to develop his technical ability, to in- 
crease his aesthetic sensibility, and to broaden his general background. With the 
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completion of the foundation course as a background, the student is equipped to 
contribute valuable services to his community as an industrial designer, a teacher, 
or free lance artist. 


“Though we are passing through a period of confusing art ideologies the 
Fort Wayne Art School does not subscribe to any one school of thought. More 
emphasis is laid upon the development of the individual’s talent that he may 
creatively contribute to the art of his time. 


“The Fort Wayne Art School endeavors to accomplish this aim by directing 
exploration into the fundamental elements of design and representation, and by 
depending on the discrimination and judgment of a well qualified faculty whose 
personal interests range from a conservative to a liberal art ideology.” 


The school carries out its objectives by its courses of instruction, by its num- 
erous exhibitions of its own art treasures as well as traveling exhibitions from 
other places, and by its courses of lectures, given by outside speakers and artists 
at the rate of about six a year, largely on subjects related to art in one or another 
of its forms, but occasionally on less closely related subjects. The exhibitions 
are open to the public. The evening lectures are open to the members of the 
Fort Wayne Art School and Museum, including student members. The courses of 
instruction are of course limited to those regularly enrolled in them. 


There are three types of courses of instruction: those in the day school, those 
in the night school, and those in the Saturday school. 


Among the specific subjects in the art field taught at the school are figure 
drawing, composition, design, lettering, anatomy, history of art, water color, 
modeling, commercial art, portrait work, still life, ceramics, silk screen work, 
and weaving. The day school courses are divided into two sections, the first 
year or Basic Course and the second year or Departmental. Third and fourth 
years, if taken, are devoted to detailed study in chosen fields. The night school 
classes are organized for the layman as well as for the professional artist. Sat- 
urday morning classes are maintained for children of the community from first 
grade level to that of high school senior. 


In 1949, an arrangement was effected with Indiana University, whereby two 
two-year courses were planned. The Fort Wayne Art School offers the art 
courses and the Fort Wayne Center of Indiana University offers the academic 
courses. Students who satisfactorily complete one of these programs may apply 
these credits toward an A.B. or B.S. degree at Indiana University. The success- 
ful completion of the negotiations toward this end by Director McBride of the 
Art School and Director Floyd R. Neff of Indiana University Center at Fort 
Wayne was the culmination of an aim and hope of the Art School dating back 
for a considerable period, and the fact that the arrangement has been made 
testifies to the adequacy and thoroughness of the training a student is known to 
receive when he studies at the Art School. 


The media through which instruction is given include not only the teaching 
staff, but also the library of art books and the permanent and traveling exhibits. 
The teaching staff has always been of high caliber and ranks today with the 
staffs of the larger and more famous art schools. 


The present teaching staff consists of the director, Walter H. McBride; For- 
rest F’. Stark, Elizabeth Eddy, Ruth R. Gibson, Douglas Craft, and Elizabeth 
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Craft. Mrs. Fern Teeple acts as executive secretary of the school, taking care 
of the office duties and the general routine of administration under the direction 
of Mr. McBride. Miss Barbara Clark serves as assistant curator of the museum. 


An Art Reference Library containing nearly 900 volumes and a file of some 
26 current art periodicals, is available to the students for research. A collection 
of over 5,000 lantern slides covering the history of painting from earliest to 
modern times, is also available for lectures. The books in the library were care- 
fully catalogued during the season 1947-48 by Mrs. Betty Noll Berghoff and Mrs. 
Ruth Keenan Erwin, as a Junior League project, under the supervision and with 
the advice of a representative of the Public Library of Fort Wayne and Allen 
County. 


The exhibition schedule, as the Director has so well remarked, is “the life- 
line of our educational program, both with the student and with the lay public.” 
At least nine traveling exhibits from other museums and galleries are held an- 
nually, and in addition, there is a fine collection of pictures and other objects 
owned by the museum as a permanent collection, and which now, thanks to Mr. 
Mossman’s gift of his home, will have an adequate setting and ample space for 
their display. 


Many graduates of the Fort Wayne Art School have gone on to other schools, 
receiving full credit for their work here, and have achieved success in their work 
and have reflected credit upon the local school in many ways in later life. The 
school’s record in this respect is indeed one of which it can well be proud. 


The Fort Wayne Art School and Museum receives its support from the civil 
and school cities, from each of which there is a tax levy of five mills; from the 
income on invested funds, particularly the endowment of approximately $200,000 
left by the late James M. Hamilton, prominent Cleveland architect and member 
of the pioneer Hamilton family of Fort Wayne; from the proceeds of tuition, 
membership dues, auditorium rentals, and miscellaneous sources. Properties and 
investments of the institution are under the charge of a board of trustees, con- 
sisting of Albert H. Schaaf, chairman; Mrs. John E. Moring, Charles H. Buesch- 
ing, Donnelly P. McDonald, and Wayne L. Thieme, with the secretary and the 
treasurer of the Art School and Museum serving in those same respective capa- 
cities for the board of trustees. 


The government of the Art School and Museum, and the decisions as to 
policies and plans, are in the hands of a board of directors, one third of whom 
come up for election each year for a three year term. In addition, there are 
certain appointive members of the board. Officers for the year 1952-1953 are 
Mrs. S. Allan Jacobs, president; John D. Shoaff, First Vice-President, Mrs. Mentor 
Kraus, second vice-president; Albert F. Diserens, secretary; Frank B. Mead, 
Jr., treasurer; and Mrs. John E. Moring, registrar. 


The number of members of the Art Association varies from year to year, 
but approximates 400 annually. For these members, and for the students, a 
program of lectures is planned for each year, and many outstanding artists, au- 
thors, lecturers, and world travelers have appeared in recent years. A few who 
might be mentioned are Edward Weeks, editor of the Atlantic Monthly; John 
Taylor Arms, noted etcher; John Mason Brown, drama critic and author; Dudley 
Crafts Watson, traveler and staff member of the Art Institute in Chicago; Mar- 
garet Culkin Banning, novelist; Norman Cousins, editor and author; Carl Carmer, 
historian and novelist; and many others of equal distinction in various fields. 
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The Fort Wayne Art School and Museum has received, during the course 
of its existence, much of the time, energy, and money of its friends. The school 
has more than justified its existence, and the faith its benefactors have had in 
it, by the large number of successfully trained artists who have gone out into 
the world from it, either to go on to further training in the larger art schools, or 
directly into active art work, where many have achieved noteworthy success; 
and by its facilities for serving as a local center of culture for Fort Wayne 
people. It is proud of its record in the past, and determined to keep up its high 
standards of quality in the future. 
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